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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) social and economic
conditions of members of community soil and fertilizer management center in Bueng Kan
province (2) the operation of community soil and fertilizer management center (3)
internal factors relating to the success in the operation of community soil and fertilizer
management center (4) external factors relating to the success in the operation of
community soil and fertilizer management center and (5) problems and suggestions of
members of community soil and fertilizer management center in Bueng Kan province.

The population of this study was 160 members of community soil and fertilizer
management center. The sample group of 115 people was determined by using Taro
Yamane formula with the error value of 0.05 and selected by simple random sampling
method by farmers name lottery. Data were collected through conducting interview. Data
was analyzed using descriptive statistics such as frequency, percentage, maximum value,
minimum value, mean, standard deviation, and ranking.

The results of the research showed that (1) 55.75 of farmers were female with
the average age of 47.02 years. 61.7% of farmers completed primary school education
level with the average agricultural area of 11.44 Rai. 45.8% of farmers were members of
the customer group of bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives and 60% held
position as members of community soil and fertilizer management center in Bueng Kan
province. 58.3% of farmers who joined community soil and fertilizer management center
had the purpose to decrease the cost of production with the net average income of
agricultural sector was at 13,115.89 Baht per year and the net average income outside of
agricultural sector was at 3,161.25 Baht per year. (2) The operation of community soil
and fertilizer management center in Bueng Kan province that was at the highest level was
on the consistency with the establishment of community soil and fertilizer management
center. (3) The internal factors relating to the success in the operation of community soil
and fertilizer management center at the highest level in 6 aspects included group
environment, good relationship in the group, group targets, group activities, the
establishment and standardization of the group, group driving force. (4) The external
factor relating to the success in the operation of community soil and fertilizer
management center at the highest level was government policy. (5) Problems and
suggestions of members of community soil and fertilizer management center in Bueng
Kan province found there in general were at the low level and there were 2 issues at the
low level such as center management and member participation. The suggestion while of
members of community soil and fertilizer management center in general were at the high
level and there was 1 aspect of suggestion that was at the highest level which was the
center management.

Keywords: Factor relating to success, Operation, Community soil and fertilizer
management center,Bueng Kan Province
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