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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) general information of
farmers 2) poinsettia production conditions of farmers 3) problems in poinsettia
production of farmers 4) needs and extension guideline in quality poinsettia production of
farmers in Phu Rua district, Loei province

The population of this study was 94 flowers and ornamental plants
production farmers who participated in the agricultural extension project for large land
plot of flowers and ornamental plants production of the fiscal year 2016 — 2019 in the
area of Phu Rua district, Loei province. The entire study did not use random sampling
method. Tool used in this study was interview. Data was analyzed by using statistics data
such as frequency, minimum value, maximum value, mean, and standard deviation.

The results of this research found out that 1) 79.8% of farmers were female
with the average age of 50.98 years and completed primary school education. The
average members in the household were 2.83 people with the poinsettia production
experience of 14.91 years. The average agricultural labors in the household were 2.35
people with the average hired agricultural labors outside of the household of 0.55 people.
They received information about poinsettia production from neighbors/relatives/ancestors
and agricultural extension officers. The average income from poinsettia production was
292,000 Baht/year. 2) The poinsettia production of the red leaf type was at the highest
level with the average production amount of 12,950 bag/year/farmer. 19.04% of products
were damaged due to pest and diseases. The average production cost of poinsettia (100
trees) was 1, 303.99 Baht. Farmers produced poinsettia according to the academic
principles except for using in the tissues. 3) Problems in poinsettia production included
high cost of production factors, whitefly, and root rot disease. 4) Farmers wanted to
receive the knowledge regarding diseases and pest through personal media such as
agricultural leader, private entity, through electronic media such as television and
internet, and through publication materials such as academic manuals and leaflets. In
regards to the method, they wanted to receive knowledge through recommendations and
training while farmers also wanted to receive service and support in the aspects of
searching for cheap factors of production and good quality seedlings. 5) The extension
guideline for poinsettia production should include continuous area survey of the officers,
knowledge in poinsettia production, and constant self-improvement. The officers should
also give out the knowledge that match with the issues like production, types of plants,
chemical use for pest control, plant protection, marketing, and export through the
extension channels that the farmers expressed their interest in, which were through
television and academic manuals. The appropriate methods were suggestion and constant
self-learning, adoption of technologies in real life practice, and the group formation of
farmers to assist the members.

Keywords: Poinsettia, agricultural extension guideline, Loei province
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