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Thesis title : Factors Related to Appropriate Field of Study Selectlon Behaviors of
Vocational Certificate Level Students

Researcher : Mrs. Tanwipa Thongmai; Degree: Master of Education (Guidance);

Thesis advisors : (1) Dr. Kosol Meekun, Associate Professor; (2) Dr. Chiaranai
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Abstract

This study was a correlation comparative research with the purposes to:
(1) compare appropriate field of study selection behaviors of students with differently
perceived social situations; (2) compare appropriate field of study selection
behaviors of students with different psychological traits; and (3) compare
predictability of using the combined social situations factors and psychological
factors to predict appropriate field of study selection behaviors of students with that
of using either group of factors alone .

The research sample consisted of 339 Vocational Certificate Program
students studying in the second semester of the 2008 academic year at Bangkok
Business College, obtained by stratified random sampling. Seven variables were
included in this study. The research instruments consisted of a general information
questionnaire, a social situation factors questionnaire, a psychological factors
questionnaire, and an appropriate field of study selection behaviors questionnaire.
All of them were summated rating scale questionnaires with reliabilities ranging
from .69 to .89 . Statistics for data analysis were the percentage, mean, standard
deviation , three-way ANOVA , multiple regression analysis , and Scheffe’s method
of pair-wise comparison.

The research findings revealed that (1) when compared by social situation
factors,students who had high level of appropriate field of study selection behaviors
were those from families with less use of reasons, and had good peer models; (2)
when compared by psychological factors, students who had high level of
appropriate field of study selection behaviors were those who were with high level
of ego identity, or who were future - oriented with high level of self control, or who
had high achievement motivation level ; and (3) when compared predictability the
predictors set combining three social situation factors, and three psychological
factors could predict appropriate field of study selection behaviors not better than
either group of factors alone ( not more than 5%), the main predictors of student’s
appropriate field of study selection behaviors were : ego identity, achievement
motivation and future -oriented characteristics with self control. These main
predictors had the combined predictability of 30.8 percent.

Keywords: Field of study selection behaviors, Factors, Vocational Certificate
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