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Independent title: Prosecutor's Role in Criminal Investigation Analyzing the draft of the Criminal Investigation Act B.E. ...
Author: Miss Pornrat Muilamai ; ID: 2624001711 ; Degree: Master of Laws ;
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Abstract

The purposes of this independent study were (1) to study the principles and concepts of
the prosecutor's role in criminal investigations, (2) to study the Thai law and foreign laws, including France,
Japan, England and United States of America relating to the role of prosecutors in criminal investigations, (3) to
study and analyze a problem and suitability of the role of prosecutors in criminal investigations according the
Criminal Investigation Act B.E. .... (4) to suggest guideline to amend the law relating to the role of prosecutors
in criminal investigations.

This independent study was a qualitative research using documentary research which is a
study of the relevant laws of Thailand, the draft of the Criminal Investigation Act B.E. .... and foreign laws,
textbooks and books, various research reports, thesis, academic articles, supreme court judgments, and internet
searches on related matters, including the analysis of data obtained from both studies Thai and foreign laws.

The result of this research indicated that (1) in principle, in the criminal justice of Thailand,
the prosecutor do not have power to investigate general criminal cases, except stipulated by law such as offense
punishable under Thai law committed outside the Kingdom of Thailand. (2) In France, Japan and United States
of America, the prosecutor is responsible and plays a key role in criminal investigations and in England,
prosecutors are police adviser from the start of the investigation in the special cases. Thailand have the draft of
the Criminal Investigation Act B.E. .... which increase prosecutor's power to investigate criminal cases. (3) The
researcher analyzes and finds that some provisions in the draft of the Criminal Investigation Act B.E. .... limit
the investigative powers of prosecutors and differ from the role of prosecutors in investigating criminal cases
abroad. Such limitation are that prosecutors are able to investigate only in the case that inquiry official is police,
are not able to active at the beginning of investigation, participate in limited criminal case and only some
location and are limited the role in further investigation. (4) the researcher suggested that to reconsider the draft
of the Criminal Investigation Act B.E. ....especially the role of the prosecutors since the beginning of the
investigation, prosecutors participation may be able to investigate in cases that the Attorney General deems or is
requested to be a complex case of investigation or in seeking evidence or cases that affect the public interest or
cases that people are interested, enhance prosecutors’ power to investigate in any location and also may join in
additional investigation in any case to provide justice, accurately, quickly, and effectively in accordance with the

intent of the draft of the Criminal Investigation Act B.E. .....

Keywords: Investigation, Prosecutor, Criminal Case
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