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Thesis title: Social and Power Relation of Local People Through a Novel “His Name is Karn”
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Abstracts

The objectives of this research were (1) to study the concept and structure of
social and power relation in a novel “His Name is Karn” and (2) to study the concept and
structure of social and power relation that affect the political vision of local people.

This research was a qualitative and documentary research using the concept of
literary interpretation, content analysis approach and the concept of structure of social and
power relation in patronage and corruption as a framework. Research was conducted in the
novel “His Name is Karn”.

The study found that (1) the novel “His Name is Karn” was written during the
transition of Thai social-politic modernization. The bureaucracy plays a role and influences
people in rural areas resulting in creating of a bossy attitude and creating gaps between
bureaucrats and people. Attitudes and practices of civil servants, especially high-ranking
bureaucrats, were based on the use of power, causing the opinions of people and writers of
that era to focus on criticizing events and society. The novels at that time reflected a number
of problems facing the Thai society. (2) The novel “His Name is Karn” portrayed social
relations and power. The power aspect may appeared to be influence of the local
bureaucrats and the use of the power of the superior act on the less. There were three
types of patronage system: the patronage system that was the relationship between people,
the patronage system in the government and the patronage system between bureaucrats
and businessmen. Corruption was a consequence of social and power relations. The
patronage system that presented in the novel createds a coherent relationship. (3) Social
and power relations were relationships that affect the political worldview of local people.
The local people recognized the power of the superior. The less powerful in the local area

still needed help and support as well as wanted to be facilitated by the superior

Keywords: Social and Power Relation, Novel and Politic, Social and Political Worldview
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