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Abstract

This cross-sectional survey research’s objectives were: (1) to identify dental care
behaviors; and (2) to determine relationships between personal factors as well as predisposing,
enabling and reinforcing factors and dental care behaviors among methamphetamine-
dependent patients seeking treatment at Thanyarak Hospital.

The study involved a sample of 354 inpatients randomly selected from all 1,539
methamphetamine-dependence treatment seekers admitted to Thanyarak Hospital. Data were
collected using a questionnaire with the reliability value of 0.79 and then analyzed with
descriptive statistics using chi-square test and to determine Pearson correlation coefficient.

The results showed that: (1) of all 354 respondents, 61.6% brushed their teeth
twice a day, 56.2% did not know whether the tooth paste they used contained any fluoride,
64.1% did not use any other dental care product and 89.3% did not brush all surfaces
of the teeth and (2) personal factors especially educational background and occupation
were related to dental care behaviors, and age was positively related to such behaviors;
predisposing factors especially dental health knowledge and perceived risks for oral
diseases were positively related to dental care behaviors; of two enabling factors, dental
service availability was positively related to dental care behaviors, but affordability
was negatively related to such behaviors; and reinforcing factors such as family support
were positively related to dental care behaviors.

Keywords: Dental care behavior, Patient taking drug, Methamphetamine
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