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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) the social-economic
conditions of the farmers participating in the Large Agricultural Plot Project at Doem
Bang Sub-district, Doem Bang Nang Buat District, Suphan Buri Province; 2) their rice
production management in line with Good Agricultural Practices; 3) the farmers’
opinions on the Large Agricultural Plot Project; and 4) the farmers’ problems and
suggestions in rice production management under Good Agricultural Practices.

The study population was 136 persons who participated in the Large
Agricultural Plot Project at Doem Bang Sub-district, Doem Bang Nang Buat District,
Suphan Buri Province in 2015. The data were collected from the entire study population
by using a structured interview form and were then analyzed by a computer program.
Descriptive statistics like frequency, percentage, mean, maximum value, minimum
value, and standard deviation were used.

The research found that 1) most of the farmers were women, aged more than
50 vyears, with average 4 household members, out of whom 2 persons were
agriculturists. They rented paddy land and used their own capital. 2) The research
found that the area used an irrigation system. They performed soil analysis before
planting and planted RD43 rice variety by getting rice seeds from agricultural
cooperatives 2 times a year. The rice seeds were sown into the field without burning
stubble rice before the soil preparation process. Farmers applied organic fertilizer with
chemical fertilizer at dosages determined according to soil analysis values. Mostly
farmers used herbicides, plant disease chemicals and insecticides in a mixed method.
Harvesting was at 90-100 days after planting by using combine harvester without
reducing grain moisture. The farmers gathered in groups to sell rice to the mill and
made contracts for big farm groups. 3) The opinions of farmers towards the Large
Agricultural Plot Project were very positive for the topics of community management
and marketing. 4) Problems and suggestions of farmers about GAP were that the rice
fields had weeds, farmers did not take notes, and they had a low level of knowledge
about production planning, planting techniques and value added in products. Thus, the
farmers should receive training about record taking and how to correctly follow GAP,
and extension officials should continually investigate and monitor.

Keywords: Rice Processing Management, Good Agricultural Practices,
Large Agricultural Land Plot
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