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Abstract

The objectives of this study were (1) to study social and economic state of
farmers in Mueang Nong Khai District, Nong Khai Province; (2) to study the state of their
annual rice production; (3) to study their knowledge of the annual rice production; (4) to
study the technology application to their annual rice production; (5)to study their cost and
marketing of their annual rice production; (6) to study their problems and suggestions on their
annual rice production, and also development guidelines for the production.

The population in this study were 12,021 farmers who had produced annual rice
in Mueang Nong Khai District, Nong Khai Province. The 201 samples in this study were
selected by a random sampling methodology. The data were collected by interviewing the
samples individually. The statistical methodology used to analyze the data by instant
computer programs were frequency, mean, percentage, minimum value, maximum value,
range and standard deviation.

The findings of this study were as follows: (1) Most of the studied farmers were
male, with average age at 51.08 years. They were educated at primary level. The average
quantity of members of their family was 4.34 persons. None of them was a community
leader, and they were a member of an agricultural extension group. Their average area used
for agricultural section was 15.13 Rai, while their average area used for doing annual rice
farming was 12.89 Rai. The average quantity of the labor in their family was 2.61 persons.
Their main occupation was a farmer. (2) They used their own capital, and they had their own
plowing car. They had generally planted sticky rice DR6 variety, and Hom Mali rice 105
using the method of transplanting seedlings. The water supply source for their farming was
mainly from rain. (3) It was found that they had good knowledge of the annual rice
production. (4) The methods of their doing annual rice farming consisted of sowing rice sceds
onto dry/miring soil, and transplanting seedlings. They used quality rice seeds with average at
13.74 kgs./Rai. They applied organic fertilizer which was mixed with chemical fertilizer with
average at 50.61 kgs./Rai. (5} The average cost of their annual rice production was 1,589.86
Baht. And their average annual rice production was 367.27 kgs./Rai. (6) Considering their
problems and suggestions on their annual rice production, it was found that they had problems
on the lack of irrigation system, the high price of rice seeds/organic fertilizer/chemical
fertilizer/chemical substances, the lack of rice seed source in their community, the insufficient
knowledge about the application of fertilizer and chemical substances properly, the spread of
plant diseases/ insects/pests which destroyed their rice, the low price of their production,
being taken advantage of by merchants. They suggested that the government should have
controlled the price of fertilizer/chemical substances/rice seeds to be cheaper; funds for
farmers should have been set in every community; related sectors should have set campaigns
not to burn straws and cover them; training courses on the annual rice production should have
been set; local government organizations should have supplied them with tractors and
harvesting cars; the government should have determined and controlled the price of their
annual rice to be higher, and to be purchased as to the announced price or the government
should have had their own sectors which had responsibility for purchasing annual rice from
farmers.

Keywords: Annual rice production, Development guideline for rice production, Nong Khai
Province
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