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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study: 1) personal and socio-
economic situations of farmers, 2) perception and utilization of agricultural
information by farmers, 3) opinions and needs of farmers in agricultural information,
and 4) problems and suggestion of farmers on agricultural information perception.

The research population was 3,095 farmers in Ngio Sub-district, Thoeng
District, Chiang Rai Province who registered with Department of Agricultural
Extension in the year 2021. Samples were determined by Taro Yamane’s formula
with an error of 0,08 accounting for 149 farmers and randomly selected. The data
were collected by a questionnaire and analyzed with descriptive statistics to determine
frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, minimum and maximum values.

The research results showed that 1) farmers had an average age of 54.95
years, finished primary education, and had no social positions. Most of them were
members of Bank of Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives. The main and
supplement occupations were rice farmer and gardener. The majority of them had
their own farm area with and without legal land documents. They had an average of
16.19 rai to make annual farm income with an average 138,871.10 baht while an
average total annual household income was 210,278.50 baht. 2) Most farmers
perceived agricultural information via community leaders, sub-district and village
chiefs and indicated that the information was used for crop production at the highest
level. 3) In overall, farmers stated that agricultural information media met the
knowledge needs of farmers. They needed the information at the highest level via
personal media such as agricultural extension worker, community leader, sub-district
and village chiefs. 4) They had problems of agricultural information perception from
the sender, the distance of various government agencies to the farmers was too far.
They suggested that there should be a local agricultural information center for
reducing information delay. Moreover farmers should have an opportunity to
participate in agricultural training more frequently.

Keywords: Information perception, Agricultural information, Agricultural extension
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