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Abstract

The objectives of this study were (1)to study economic and social fundamental
state and other factors of agricultural extensionists in Chiang Rai Province; (2 to study their

opinions on the operations of Agricultural Extension and Occupational Development Center
(Horticulture) in Chiang Rai Province; And 3)to study their problems and suggestions on the

operations of the center.

The population in this study were 161 agricultural extensionists under the
provincial office of agriculture in Chiang Rai Province who were assigned to take
responsibility for agricultural extension in Chiang Rai Province. There was no random
sampling methodology. The data were collected by using an interview form. The statistical
methodology used to analyze the data by instant computer programs were frequency,
percentage, mean, maxianum value, minimum value, and standard deviation.

The findings of this study were as follows: 67.7% of the studied agricultural
extensionists were male. 57.1% of them were higher than 50 years old. The duration of their
being a government official was more than 30 years. Most of them were educated at bachelor
degree level. They had a position as an agricultural extensionist. Their certain salary was
20,001-30,000 Baht/month, with no extra income. They received information about
agriculture at much level from printed documents, television broadcasting, their heads, their
colleagues, meetings, and seminars. The average duration of their having known the center
was 17.80 years. The frequency of their using services of the center was less than 1 time/year.
Considering their opinions on the operations of the center, it was found that they agreed with
its operations at much level in all aspects. Considering their problems on the operations of the
center, it was found that they had problems at medium level in the points that they had no
plan to use the services of the center, they had not known its formats of services, and its
services did not match its missions.

Their suggestions on the operations of the center according to each of its
missions were as follows: 1)In the missions of teaching, researching, and testing, the center

should have cooperated with the provincial office of agriculture in researching and setting the
operation plans; 2)in the missions of producing and breeding horticultural tribes, the center

should have played a role as the center of good horticultural tribes; 3)in the missions of

transferring horticultural knowledge and technology, the center should have been the learning
center of horticulture in one stop service system; and 4) in the missions of servicing, the center

should have cooperated with the provincial and sub-district offices of agriculture in servicing
continuously and consistently.

Keywords: Opinions of Agricultural Extensionists, Operations of Agricultural
Extension and Occupational Development Center (Horticulture), Chiang

Rai Province
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