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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) longan production and
marketing conditions of the farmers 2) knowledge, knowledge source, opinion and
requirement for quality longan production of the farmers 3) the use of technology in
quality longan production of the farmers 4) supply chain management of the qualified
longan of the farmers 5) problems and suggestions about the extension guidelines for
quality longan production of the farmers.

The population of this research was 6,901 longan growers in Mae Suai
district. The sample size of 199 persons was determined by using Taro Yamane
formula and using simple random sampling method by drawing lots. Data were
collected by using interview questions and were analyzed by using descriptive
statistics. 20 farmers were selected for a focus group in the aspect of supply chain
management and data were analyzed by using content analysis.

The results revealed that 1) the farmers grew longan cv. E-dor and most of
the farming were in the foothills. The average yield was 214.22 kg/rai. Products were
sold at the local purchasing sites for making dried longans. 2) The farmers knew how
to produce qualified longan at moderate level. In the overview, they obtained
knowledge from various sources at low level, firstly from online media and secondly
from mass media. In the overview, the farmers’ opinion about quality longan
production was at moderate level while the opinions about pruning and cutting and
the increase in income were at high level. The farmers’ requirement was at moderate
level. The farmers required to obtain knowledge at the highest level, second was the
support and extension. 3) The use of technology in quality longan production of the
farmers, overall, was at moderate level. Longan harvest at an appropriate time was
adopted at highest level. Second were central leaders and water shoots pruning after
harvest as well as the storage of products in clean rooms with good ventilation.
Important longan supply chain management by the farmers were the support of water
source, knowledge and fund sources in the upstream process, the extension in longan
processing and labor potential training in the mid-stream process and group
formation, price guarantee and the promotion in longan consumption in the
downstream process. 5) In the overview, the farmers’ problems were at high level.
Marketing was the most problematic. The extension guideline that the farmers
suggested were knowledge transfer in production process and marketing, the support
of water source, input price control and product price guarantee.

Keywords: Extension guideline, Longan production, Supply chain, Quality longan
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