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Independent Study title: Political Participation in Local Elections: A Comparative Study of the
Election of the Chief Executive of the Provincial Administrative
Organization and the Chief Executive of the Sub-district Administrative
Organization in the Administrative Organization of Nai Tao
Subdistrict, Huai Yot District, Trang Province

Author: Miss Sasikan Sukkra; 1D: 2628001550; Degree: Master of Political Science;

Independent Study advisor: Dr. Khajosak Sithi, Assistant Professor; Academic Year: 2020

Abstract

The objectives of this independent study were: (1) to study the factors affecting political
participation in the election of the chief executive of the Provincial Administrative Organization of the
local people in the Administrative Organization of Nai Tao Sub-District, Huai Yot District, Trang
Province and (2) to study and compare factors of political participation in the election of the chief
executive of the Provincial Administrative Organization and the election of the chief executive of the
Sub-district Administrative Organization of the local people in the Administrative Organization of Nai
Tao Sub-District, Huai Yot District, Trang Province.

This study was a combination of both quantitative and qualitative research. The
quantitative samples were the people who had the right to vote for the chief executive of the Provincial
Administrative Organization in the Nai Tao Sub-district Administrative Organization, Huai Yot
District, Trang Province. A sample of 340 people was selected by the Taro Yamane formula and
questionnaires, and the data was analyzed using statistics including percentage, mean, frequency
distribution, and standard deviation. A qualitative sample of 16 people was selected by interview and
descriptive analysis.

The study found that (1) the factors responsible to the fact that voter did not exercise the
right to vote for the chief executive of the Provincial Administrative Organization included a health
problem on the other hand factors attributing for exercising the right to vote included concern for
losing legal rights. The factor in selecting (Voting for) a candidate was the need for a person who had
manages the local area very well and was a political party with quality personnel in the party. The
factor in transportation of voters was not a problem at all and the perception of election details was
information from the campaign car. (2) Voters who live in the area during the election period exercise
their local electoral rights at all times, except for those who were unable to travel to exercise their
rights, such as those with health problems. Voters who exercise their rights would choose the chief
executive of the Provincial Administrative Organization from the previous performance and policies.
The chief executive of the Sub-District Administrative Organizations would be choosen from their
relatives or close people who have a good relationship with one another . Most of the people who live
outside the areas would return to elect the chief executive of the Sub-district Administrative
Organization because they want to come back and choose relatives or well-known people to allow him
to take care of our community. Each family would persuade members to choose the person that they
were satisfied with. However, most of those who live outside areas did not elect the chief executive of
the Provincial Administrative Organization because they thought that election of the chief executive of
the Provincial Administrative Organization was not important, and there was not much information
about the candidates and the party. As a result, voters did not return to their hometown to exercise their
rights because they had to apply for a leave, travel long distances, which took both time and expenses,
and then they feel insignificant and it is not worth returning to their hometown to exercise their rights.

Keywords: Political Participation, Election of Trang Provincial Administrative Organization,
Election of Nai Tao Subdistrict Administrative Organization, and Elections of Provincial
Administrative Organizations
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