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Abstract

The objective of this research was to critically discuss the film “The Legend of
King Naresuan the Great. Part 6: Awasan-hongsa” concerning (1) political ideals expressed
in the film; and (2) communication about power.

This was a post modernism research built on interpretation of a period film, in
which textual analysis, context analysis and intertextuality were used as the framework
for studying all the components of data derived from the film. The data were discussed
and interpreted through the process of critical discourse, which required multidisciplinary
discussion, leading to the discovery of links and correlations in the view of the researcher
to arrive at representative ideas, or in other words, classification led to a discourse that
reflects social conditions.

The results showed that 1) the main political ideal expressed in the film was
the ideal of dictatorship. It legitimized the use of power by the ruling class back in the
time of absolute monarchy. The monarch had the sole and undisputed right to rule the
kingdom freely as he saw fit, and had complete control over his subjects. All authority
was entrusted to the king because people believed he was invested by deities with a
royal mandate to rule. The king had special power above all other people under the
Theory of the Divine Right. The film portrayed the king under the Dhammaraja
concept, meaning a king who ruled as a good Buddbhist ruler, following the “Tosapit
Rajadhamma” or Ten Royal Virtues and the “Jakrwatdiwat” or Twelve Imperial
Doctrines, which was to insure the strength, peace and happiness of the kingdom.
2) Communication regarding power in the film can be divided into 3 types of power:
(1) customary power, characterized by an hereditary passing down of power in the
monarchy, while the citizens under power consented to and accepted being under that
power; (2) prestige power, characterized by the extraordinary status of the king, which
was above all other people or even supernatural; and (3) legal power, characterized by
the use of the political process, legal principles and written laws.

Keywords: Critical discourse analysis, “The Legend of King Naresuan the Great.
Part 6: Awasan-hongsa”
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