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Abstract

The objectives of this rescarch were to 1) study the socio-economic circumstance
of agriculturists in Phulpphlachai Sub-district 2) study the demand of agriculturists to the
support of Office of Phulpphlachai Sub-district Administration Organization in agricultural
development and 3) study problems and suggestions of agriculturists regarding agriculture in
Phulpphlachai Sub-district.

The population in this study comprised of 959 agriculturists from 14 villages who
had registered at U-thong District Agriculture Office in the year 2009. Through quota
random sampling, 282 agriculturists, 29.40 % from every village were selected. Data
collection was conducted by structured interview. Data analysis was analyzed by computer
program to seck frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum value, mean and standard
deviation.

The research findings were as follows. 1) Most of the agriculturists were male
with the average age at 48.05 years and educated at primary level. The average quantity of
agriculturist in their family was 2.68 persons with the average experience at 22.91 vears.

They received agricultural news from television. Once in a while, they contacted with the
Sub-district Administration Organization about agriculture. However, they did not have any
societal position. The average of their own occupied agricultural area was 18.41 rai. The
average of their rented agricultural area was 24 rai. Their average own occupied and rented
area was 40.78 rai. Their main occupation was rice-farming and dry crop planting as their
subordinate occupation. The average of their agricultural expense was 162,741.70 Baht/year.
The average of their annual income from agricultural sector was 252,468 Baht. The average of
their annual income from non-agricultural sector was 32,189 Baht. The average of their total
annual income was 217,969 Baht. These agriculturists invested from their own money. 2)
Agriculturists’ demand the agricultural support from the Sub-district Administration
Organization in the following 7 areas. Their demand at “high” level in 3 areas included
transportation, agricultural equipments and loan for production. Their demand at “medium”
level in 4 areas namely marketing, grouping, technology for production and knowledge
development. 3) With respect to major problems and suggestions, they had problems about
land, water source, finance, marketing and labor. They suggested a training should be
organized, providing them with knowledge on soil improvement. Also suggested were canal
brook dredging, increase of loan line, reduction of interest rate, extension of pay period,
promotion of grouping for products sale. Coordination with the offices concerned should be
done to take labor-saving equipments for serving the agriculturists and organize professional
trainings to local workers.

3

Keywords: Demand, Agriculturist, Support, Sub-district Administration Organization,
Agricultural Development
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