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Abstract

The purpose of this research were to study 1) beef cattle production of
farmers; 2) beef cattle markets in Lamphun province; and 3) problems and
recommendations on beef cattle production in Lamphun province.

The research population consisted of two groups: Group 1 for quantitative
research were 403 beef cattle farmers in Lamphun province who had more than 21
head of beef cattle each. The sample size of 210 farmers was determined using
Taro Yamane's formula with an error value of 0.05 by random sampling. The data
were collected by using a questionnaire. Group 2 for qualitative research were 13 key
informants who represented beef cattle farmers, provincial livestock officers, district
livestock officers, beef cattle and buffalo market managers, beef cattle community
enterprise groups and local merchants, chosen by purposive sampling. The data were
collected by in-depth interview. The data were analyzed using descriptive statistics
and content analysis.

The results showed that 1) Lamphun province had two types of beef cattle
production which were 95.24% independent beef cattle farmers and 4.76% beef cattle
community enterprise members. Beef cattle farmers surveyed raised 50.71% purebred
beef cattle, 31.44% fattening beef cattle, 13.31% culled beef cattle and 4.54%
fattening quality beef cattle. In addition, 49.22% of beef cattle farmers who raised
purebred beef cattle used purebred Brahman beef cattle, while 70.43% who raised
fattening beef cattle and 90.32% who raised culled beef cattle used crossbred
Brahman. Those who raised fattening quality beef cattle used crossbred Brahman and
crossbred Charolais at a rate of 50.00 and 50.00%, respectively. Feeding management
for beef cattle was based on considering body condition, age, weight and type of beef
cattle at 30.95, 28.57, 23.98 and 16.50 %, respectively. 2) Beef cattle markets in
Lamphun province included beef cattle markets and beef markets. Beef cattle were
sold at the farms, at beef cattle and buffalo markets and beef cattle fattening market,
while butchered beef was sold through local fresh markets in Lamphun province.
3) As for problems in beef cattle production, it was found that farmers had problems
at a moderate level in terms of beef cattle breeds, feed and farm management.
Moreover, problems about sanitation and environmental management were found at
a low level. The recommendations for beef cattle production were that beef cattle
farmers should establishment collaborative groups to develop beef cattle fattening
quality production, and relevant agencies should advise and help farmers in farm
management, implementing standard slaughterhouse and sources for selling beef
cattle.

Keywords: Beef cattle production, Beef cattle market, Beef cattle fattening
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