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Theis title : ADAPTATION ABILITY OF ORPHANS IN FOSTER FAMILIES WITH
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ABSTRACT

This study was aimed to investigate adaptation ability of orphans in foster families with
different family relationships.

This study was descriptive research. Subjects were 30 orphans, aging between 12-17
years old, and their 30 guardians in foster families under the supervision of the Social Development
and Welfare Office in Lamphun Province. Instruments used were questionnaires on foster family
relationship between orphans and their guardians and between guardians and their orphans, the
interview on orphans’ adaptation ability as well as home visits and photo records. The data were
analysed by percentage, mean, standard deviation and content analysis.

The results indicated that (1) the over all of family relationships of orphans in foster
families were at a moderate level; for each sub-item, love ties had a high level while
communication, kindness, recreations and independence had moderate level; (2) orphans with
different family relationships had a different adaptation ability in self-concept as orphans having
high-level family relationships valued themselves while orphans with low-level family did not see
the values in themselves; and (3) orphans with different family relationships had a different
adaptation ability in role attainment as orphans having high-level family relationships were
responsible to their duty while orphans with moderate-level and low-level family relationships

required direct command from their parents.

Keywords : adaptation ability, family relationships, orphans in foster families
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