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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study rice seeds produced farmers as follows:
(1) social and economic characteristics ; (2) knowledge of rice seed quality standard; (3)
satisfaction toward rice seed quality; and (4) problems and suggestions on the rice séed
quality.

The population in this study were 405 farmers who had utilized rice seeds
produced by Ratchaburi Rice Seed Center in 2009 to be planted in Mueang Ratchaburi
District, Photharam District, and Pak Tho District in Ratchaburi Province. The 136 samples
were selected by using the stratified random sampling methodology. The data were collected
by using a structured interview. The statistical methodology used to analyze the data by
instant computer programs were frequency, percentage, minimum, maximum, mean, and
standard deviation.

The findings of this study were as follows: (1) More than half of the farmers were
male, with average age at 46.68 years. Two-thirds of them were educated at primary level.
The average quantity of the family labor in rice farming was 2.19 persons. In the production
season of the year 2008/2009, their average rice farming area was 20.70 rai. The average
price of their production was 8.22 baht/kg. Their average income and expenditure in rice
farming was 8,519.54 baht/rai and 3,765.26 baht/rai, respectively. They had generally
received information on rice seed quality from personal media: officials in Ratchaburi Rice
Seed Center and Department of Agficultural Extension, printed media: brochures, mass
media: broadcasting radio, and event media: training courses and seminars. (2) The farmers
generally had knowledge of rice seed quality standard at almost the most level. (3) Overall
average, the farmers were satisfied with rice seed quality at much level. Considering in
details, they were satisfied with rice seed quality at the most level in 1 aspect, physiology of
rice seeds, and they were satisfied at much level in 3 aspects, hygiene, physique, and heredity
of rice seeds. The level of their knowledge of rice seed quality standard was related with the
level of their satisfaction toward the rice seed quality. And (4) more than one-third of them
had problems on rice seeds being mixed with weeds and other tribes of rice seeds, rice seeds
being too lean and being unable to withstand plant diseases. Less than one-fifth of them had
problems on rice seeds not being blended with chemical substances, being infected, giving
low production, having low growth rate, being weak, and being rapidly deteriorated. Less
than four-fifths of them had problems on the high price of rice seeds produced by the center,
the low price of their production, the lack of academic documents about rice seed utilization,
the spread of weeds, the lack of officials to instruct them, and the lack of capital. Thus, they
suggested that both public and private sectors should have transferred them the knowledge of
rice seed quality, strongly supported them in quality rice seed utilization, instructed them to
use suitable rate of rice seeds utilization in their farming, and also supported them in new
technology continuously.

Keywords: Satisfaction, Rice Seed Quality, Rice Seed Center, Ratchaburi Province
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