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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) socio-economic data of the
community surrounding the Dongman Community Forest; 2) the level of people participation
in Dongman Community Forest management; 3) correlation between socio-economic data
towards participatory community forest management; 4) problems and recommendations
related to people participation in Dongman Community Forest management; and 5) the
guidelines to promote people participation in Dongman Community Forest management.

This research is a mixed methods research consisting of 1) quantitative research:
the population is people who live around Dongman Community Forest in the year 2020
comprising 873 households. The sample size of 274 households was determinded using
Taro Yamane’s formula at an error level of 0.05. A questionnaire was used to collect data.
Tha statistics applied were percentage, mean and chi-square. 2) Qualitative research: the
group of informants included 25 members of the Dongman Community Forest and 5 staffs
of related forest officers. Data were analyzed by content analysis.

The results found that 1) most of people graduated primary school and their
main occupation is farming with the incomes of under 50,000 Baht/household/year. Most
of them have lived in villages for a period of 51-60 years and have received information
about the community forest in 3-4 channels which was perceived by the community leaders
and village announcement and most of them are members of village group 1-2 group/household
which largest member group was tree nursery group. They believe that sacred things have
a greater effect on forest conservation and they use forest to be a source of food and income
from the community forest as well; 2) The level of participation in Dongman Community
Forest management was “high” in the overall aspect and in each participation aspect i.e.
planning, action, receiving benefits and monitoring; 3) Statistical correlation analysis
revealed that education level, main income, community forest information awareness
channel, and being a member of a village group, those was a statistically significant
correlation at the level of 0.01 with the overall participation in forest management; 4)
Problems were the participation in forest management mostly operated by only committees
and community leaders, while the public relations to create participation is not yet thorough;
furthermore problems were lack of budget to operate community forest management, the
community and lacks knowledge and understanding about the rules and regulations for
utilizing the community forest. The main recommendation was the supporting of necessary
resources from concerned governmental agencies; and 5) the guideline to promote people
participation of forest management should be included organizing a forum for villagers to
brainstorm ideas on planning, action, benefit sharing, monitoring and evaluation of community
forest management at least one aspect per year. In additional Increasing public relations to
build engagement and finding budget from outsource to support community forest
activities should be concerned.

Keywords: People participation, Community forest management, Dongman Community Forest
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