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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) basic social and
economic conditions of farmers who participated in the New Theory Agriculture
Project, 2) knowledge of farmers on participating in the New Theory Agriculture
Project, 3) motivations of farmers in participating in the New Theory Agriculture
Project, 4) opinion towards the New Theory Agriculture Project of farmers, and 5)
problems and suggestions regarding the New Theory Agriculture Project of farmers.

The population in this research was 298 farmers in the New Theory
Agriculture Project, Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya province in the year 2019. The sample
size of 171 people was calculated by using Taro Yamane formula with the deviation
value of 0.05. Sampling employed simple random sampling method. Data were
collected using interview and were analyzed using statistics such as frequency,
percentage, minimum value, maximum value, mean, standard deviation, and ranking.

The results of the study stated that 1) most of the farmers were male
with the average age of 52 years old and completed grade 4 level. The average
members in the household were 3 people. Most of them were group members of the
BAAC customers. Their main occupation was growing rice and their secondary
occupation was hired labor. The average labor in the household was 2 people and the
average land ownership was 6.19 Rai with the average rented land of 3.14 rai. The
average area utilization condition for the New Theory Agriculture Project was 10.19
rai. The average household income was 144,970.76 Baht, and the average expense
was 125,789.47 Baht. 2) Basic knowledge of farmers regarding the New Theory
Agriculture was at the highest level on the principles, the utilization, and the area
distribution according to the New Theory Agriculture. The knowledge resource about
the New Theory Agriculture was at the highest level in the group aspect (mean =
3.83). 3) The overall motivations of farmers were at the high level with the first
ranking on the benefits of area from project participation (mean = 4.02). 4) The
overall opinion towards the project was at the high level with the first ranking on the
readiness of the officials (mean = 4.02). 5) The overall problems of farmers were at
the moderate level with the first ranking on farmer aspect (mean = 3.28). They
suggested that the government sector should increase the amount of funding support.

Keywords: Motivetion in attending, The New Theory Agriculture,
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