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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) social and economic
conditions of farmers 2) rice production conditions for collaborative farming of
farmers 3) the participation in the operation of collaborative farming 4) problems and
suggestions in the operation of collaborative farming 5) needs and agricultural
extension guideline in collaborative farming.

The population of this study was 255 rice production farmers who
participated in the agricultural extension system project for collaborative farming in
Hunka district, Chainat province. The sample size of 156 was determined by using
Taro Yamane formula with the error value of 0.05 and simple random sampling
method by using lotto. Data was collected through conducting interview and was
analyzed by using statistics such as frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum
value, standard deviation, ranking, and content analysis.

The results of the study found that 1) 54.5% of farmers were male with the
average age of 53.33 years and completed primary school education. The average
labor in the household was 2.86 people with the average experience in rice production
of 26.74 years. The average land ownership for rice production was 29.22 Rai. The
average rice production cost per Rai was 4,269.4 Baht and the average total income of
farmers in rice production (with expenses included) was 165,392.31 Baht. The
perception of news and knowledge in agricultural extension regarding collaborative
farming came from group media resource. 2) Most of the farmers prepared the soil by
ploughing roughly for the first time, ploughing regular furrows for the second time,
and raking 1 time. Seems for production came from rice seed production center or
shops. Most of the farmers chose the wet broadcasting paddy field. 3 ) For the
participation in the operation of collaborative farming, most of the farmers
participated in practice the most and mostly participated in the group meeting every
time. 4) Farmers faced with the problem about the support in the production factors at
the highest level. The most problematic issues were fertilizers and microbial pesticide.
Regarding the knowledge about rice production, farmers lacked the knowledge about
fertilizer application at the highest level. For the extension of officers, farmers lacked
the marketing knowledge and group management. The suggestion of agriculturist to
supporting knowledge,factor of production and government assistance. 5) Farmers
wanted to receive the knowledge extension about cost production reduction methods
and the increase of rice production effectiveness through personal media channel at
the high level. The highest level of extension method was the actual practice.
Extension guideline for officers included the integration with related agencies for
support in various aspects and to give knowledge in several topics to farmers.

Keywords: Extension guideline, collaborating farming, Hunka district
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