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Thesis Title: The Study of the Style and Meaning of Symbols Representing the King on Pod Duang

Coins in the Rattanakosin Period (King Rama I — King Rama I'V)
Researcher: Mr. Manit Labilla, ID : 249100091 1; Degree: Master of Arts (Thai Studies);
Thesis advisors: (1) Mallika Masudi, Associate Professor, (2) Dr. Suwattana Thadaniti, Associate Professor;

Academic year: 2012

Abstract

This research was aimed to study (1) history and type of Pod Duang money
(bullet money),(2) meanings of king’s proprietor, and (3) meanings of symbols on Pod Duang money
during the Early Rattanakosin Period, from the reign of King Rama I to the reign of King Rama IV and
their relation with king’s owner of wealth.

This research is a qualitative research, by studying historical documents such as royal
chronicles, The Law of the Three Seals, and royal acts. Data analysis was done using descriptive
approach.

Research results and findings are as follows: First, silver Pod Duang money was a Thai
currency with standard denomination valued by weight and silver content. Each Pod Duang is marked with
the symbol of the reigning dynasty and the ruling king. It was used as a currency since the Sukhothai
Period, and serves as souvenirs in royal ceremonies. Typologically, Pod Duang is round, made of pure
silver with marks on upper part and front part. Secondly, the meaning in king’s owner of wealth is the lord
of money; the meaning was first used by King Rama IV. The marks used on the coins from the reign of
King Rama I to the reign of King Rama IV carry symbolic meanings relevant to “proprietor”. Three
meanings of marks include 1) kings are owner of wealth acquired by legitimacy, 2) kings use royal money for
the administration of the nation and economic stability, and 3) the figure of a disc on the upper part of the
coin is from Hindu belief; it is a weapon of Vishnu, symbolizing power, and it might have also come from
Buddhist belief that disc symbolizes the Wheel of the Law or the first Buddhist teaching, and during the
Rattanakosin Period the disc symbolized the emblem of the Chakri Dynasty. The signs or marks in the
front are the symbols of ruling kings of different reigns. For example, Unalom (infantry cap insignia) sign
was used by King Rama [; and it derived from Hinduism--the third eye of Shiva, and it also came from
Buddhist belief—lotus and conch shell which symbolize the prosperity of the nation. King Rama IV
used the crown as the symbol because his name is King Mongkut (the word “mongkut” means crown).
Furthermore, some symbols derived from a belief related to rice cultivation ceremony, such as the “Chalew”
(a triangular woven object made of bamboo strips) that was used in the reign of King Rama III,
symbolizing protector and auspiciousness. Symbols on the silver Pod Duang coins were created to honor

royal institution and to pay respect to higher status of kings.

Keywords: Symbol, Pod Duang money, Thanabodi or owner of wealth, Rattanakosin Period
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