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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to (1) study the community context of
Santisook village in the Na-so subdistrict of the Kud Chum district in the Yasothon
province; (2) investigate a model of an establishment and maintenance of the
community currency system (CCS) : Boon Kudchum for solving the community
problems.

This was a quality research using 2 methods of gathering data: a focus
group and an in-depth interview with key informants. There were 289 informants
who were selected by a simple random sampling method.

Research findings revealed as follows : 1) Santisook village was a small
community which consisted of 48 households. Their main income related to
agriculture such as planting crops and doing the farm; 2) crucial 2 factors supporting
establishment of Boon Kud Chum were: First, the problems caused by capitalism
through globalization such as the poverty problem, the debt problem, the drought
problem, being taken advantage of by the middleman, the drug problem, the
environment problem, and the conflict in the community; Second, the supporting
factors, which were the community’s strength, the community’s solidarity, the vision
of leaders, an adoption of the innovation, the network, the support of the NGOs and
the government organization and communication of the foreign volunteer. 3) crucial
2 factors supporting an existence of community currency system Boon Kud Chum
were: First, external factors such as the support of the NGOs, the communication to
outside, the support from the outsider academics’and the government use as the
learning resource; second, the internal factors which were the personal advantage, the
community’s solidarity, the leader’s strength, the network and the context of
community that created the close relationship. Furthermore, an adoption of the
currency community system(CCS) gained more benefit and formed other economic
activities and social networks such as the organic producer group, the Thai herb
group, the toxin-free rice mills and the natural conservation group. These helped
them not only solve debt and poverty problems, but also have good health.

Keywords: Community Currency System, Boon Kud Chum
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