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Thesis title: Opinions of Farmers Toward Agricultural Extension of Maekatuan Sub-district

Administrative Organization in Sopmoei District of Mae Hong Son Province
Researcher Mr. Alongkarn Maneerate; Degree: Master of Agriculture(Agricultural Extension);
Thesis advisors: (1) Bumpen Keowan, Associate Professor; (2) Dr. Somjit Yotakhong,
Associate Professor; Academic year: 2010

Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study (1) social circumstance and economic
of farmers in Sopmoei District of Mae Hong Son Province (2) opinions of farmers toward
agricultural extension of Sub-district Administrative Organization in Sopmoei District of
Mae Hong Son Province (3) obtaining services and needs of farmers in agricultural
extension (4) problems, obstacles and suggestions of farmers in agricultural extension of
Sub-district Administrative Organization in Sopmoei District of Mae Hong Son Province.

Sample group for this study was a number of 50 farmers from each of 4 sub-
districts where there was none of agricultural extension officer in Sopmoei District, Mae
Hong Son Province namely Maekatuan Sub-district Administrative Organization, Kongkoy
Sub-district Administrative Organization, Maesamlab Subt-district Administrative
Organization, and Sopmoei Sub-district Administrative Organization, totally 200 farmers.
Instrument for data compilation was interview. Statistics used included frequency, percentage,
maximum value, minimum value and mean.

Research results were: 1. the majority of farmers were uneducated male with the
average age at 44.76 years. Their average experience in farming was 27 years. Their main
occupation was crop plantation. Their annual average income was 193,680 Baht. 2. As for
satisfaction in provision of services and transfer of agricultural extension of the Sub-district
Administrative Organization, overall farmers’ satisfaction was at low level, while their
satisfaction in 2 issues was at high level in the following crder 1) help relieving victims of
natura. disasters 2) survey to help prevent and eliminate pests 3. Farmers® needs in
agricu_tural extension services, by overall, their needs in & issues were at the highest level in
the following order 1) provision of agricultural knowledge 2) provision of agricultural
information 3) provision of agricultural technology information 4) follow-up and visit of
agricu_tural extension officer 5) help relieving victims of natural disasters 6) promotion of
agricu_tural occupation 7) promotion of forming groups 8) support for production factors
4. Problems and suggestions of farmers to agricultural extznsion, it was appeared that the
Sub-district Administrative Organization lacked of officers who had agricultural extension
knowledge and deficient budget for promotion and development of agricultural occupation.
Since most of the budget was spent on the foundation infrastructure. Sub-district
Admiristrative Organization, therefore was suggested to consider and look for individuals
with agricultural knowledge to work in these areas, at the same time, to allocate budget for
occupational promotion concerning necessary agricultural extension activities to relief help to
farmers.

Keywords : Opinions of The Farmers, Agricultural Extension, Machongson
Province.
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