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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) the social and economic
characteristics of people in forest resources conservation in Huai Sor forest, 2) the
situation in the management of people's participation in forest resources conservation,
3) the level of people's participation and problems associated with forest resources
conservation, and 4) guidelines for improving people’s participation in forest resources
conservation.

The study employed both qualitative and quantitative research methods.
Questionnaires were used for collecting quantitative data from 190 sample households
by systematic sampling from a total of 360 households in Ban Sor and Ban Denphatthana
communities. Statistics for analyzing the data were percentage, mean, and standard
deviation. The interviews and focus group method were used for collecting qualitative
data from contributors using the purposive sampling method comprise of community
leaders/elders in Ban Sor and Ban Den Phatthana communities, representatives of Rak
Nam Sor group committee, and watershed management unit officers in the area were
totally 6 people and gathered from related documents. Data were analyzed by content
analysis and analytic induction.

The results showed that the majority of samples were male, the average age
of 55 years and over, educated to elementary level or lower, Buddhism religion,
farmers with an average income of less than 5,000 baht per month, be Rak Nam Sor
group members, and no social position in the community. 2) For management of
people’s participation in forest resources conservation, community organizations are
joining together to establish Rak Nam Sor Group to manage and jointly organize
activities on conservation and restoration of forest resources continually. The group
members participate in activities under a process of community participation and
among all stakeholders. 3) People's participation level in forest resources conservation
activities mostly was high and problems and limitations are at a low level, and
4) People have agreed with the guidelines for improving people’s participation in
forest resources conservation in the Huai Sor forest area at a high level. The
recommendation such as building awareness of forest resources conservation among
people through support from the government and private section and having a
campaign to promote information about the conservative of forest resources to the
people to be more aware and thorough in the media regularly, etc.

Keywords: Development of People’s Participation, Forest Resources Conservation,
HuaiSor Forest
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