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Thesis title : A Comparison Analysis Key Successful Factors of Production and Marketing for
Organics Crops Between Certified Farmer Group Members and Independent Farmers
in Chachengsao Province
Researcher: Mrs. Rungrudee Rattanawilai; ID : 2506000823; Degree : Master of Economics;
Thesis advisors : (1) Dr. Sombat Pantavisid, Associate Professor; (2) Dr. Manoon Toyama, Associate
Professor; Academic year: 2013

Abstract

The objectives of this study were to: 1) examine the general condition of the farmers
engaging in organic farming between farmers group and that of the independent small farmers; 2)
analyze the factors leading to successful organic crop production; and 3) investigate the factors bringing
about successful organic crop marketing.

The samples used in the study consisted of 106 rice and organic vegetables farmers, including
53 farmer group members and independent small farmers, through interviewing questionnaires, and a
simple sampling method at less than 5% tolerance rate. The first group comprised farmers certified by
IFOAM (International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements). The second contained 53
independent small farmers cultivated in the same area as the first. Descriptive statistics and a multiple
regression model were applied to analyze the data.

The results were as follows. 1) Members of the two groups of farmers were primarily women,
aged between 41 to 51 years, owned not more than 15 rais of land. The average household member of
the certified IFOAM group were 1-3 persons, as less than those of the independent small farmer, i.e. 4-6
persons. An average monthly income of the certified [IFOAM group farmer was 1,000-5,000 baht, as
less than those of the small farmer, i.e. 5.000-10,000 baht. However, both kinds of farmers also earned
extra income from other sources. 2) The factors leading to successful organic crop production of the two
groups of farmers did not show statistically different between them at .05 level. These factors comprised
output post harvesting management, farm good practices, sufficient quantity of output, and production
planning. 3) The factors bringing about successful organic crop marketing of the two groups of farmers
also did not reveal statistically significant between them at .05 level. These factors consisted of trade
partners relation practice in price, trade partners relation practice in producer development, and trade
partners relation practice in capital.

Keywords : Organic agriculture, Farmer group, Small farmer, Successful factors
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