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Abstract

The objectives of this research were (1) to study relationships between folk
literature of Phraya Than (Phee Than) and the political concepts of the community leaders
of Phu Tai Ethnic Group in Bunglerd Sub-district, Moei Wadi District, Roi Et Province,
(2) to identify the essence of political concepts in folk literature of Phraya Than (Phee
Than) and (3) to study the effects of political concepts in folk literature on Phraya Than
(Phee Than) on the political concepts of the community leaders of Phu Tai Ethnic Group
in Bunglerd Sub-district, Moei Wadi District, Roi Et Province at present.

The samples were 5 community leaders of Phu Thai ethnic group in Bunglerd
Sub-district, Moei Wadi District, Roi Et Province which consisted of a mayor of Bunglerd
Sub-district Municipality Office, a sub-district headman, and 3 village headmen of Ban
Bunglerd. The research instruments were in-depth interviews, participant observation
records and descriptive data analysis.

This research found that (1) the concept of the origins of the world and human,
the concept of the origin of the state and society and the concept of rulers’ virtue related
to the political concept of community leaders of the Ban Bunglerd. The community
leaders of Ban Bunglerd have believed in Phraya Than (Phee Than) as their ancestors by
telling oral tales from one generation to the next generation until the present. (2) The
essence of political concepts in folk literature of Phraya Than (Phee Than) consisted of
the concept of the concept of the origins of the world and human, the concept of the origin
of the state and society and the concept of rulers’ virtue. (3) The concept of the origins of
the world and human, the concept of the origin of the state and society and the concept of
rulers’ virtue affected the political roles of the community leaders of the Ban Bunglerd.
The Ban Bunglerd community has usually accepted respected and cooperated in various
activities in the community.

Keywords: Political Concepts, Phraya Than (Phee Than), Community Leaders, Phu Tai
Ethnic Group and Bunglerd Sub-district
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