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Abstract

This independent study on challenges and problems faced by Local
Administrative Offices (LAO) for wildfire control and management aims to study
concepts and theories of decentralization and transfer of missions to Local
Administrative Offices (LAOs), especially in the aspect of management and
preservation of environmental and natural resources, study problems and limitations
of LAOs’ wildfire management, analyze and compare implementation and
administration of LAOs according to the Forest Act, B.E. 2484 (1941), and the
National Forest Preservation Act, B.E. 2507 (1964) and local authorization of LAOs
under the Public Health Act, B.E. 2535 (1992), and propose recommendations and
solutions to effective wildfire management by LAOs.

This study is a qualitative research project. Data were collected from legal
textbooks on concepts, theories, judgments, case studies and relevant issues.

Findings of the study revealed that LAOs faced many challenges. For
instance, LAOs are legally authorized manage environmental and natural resources
and control wildfires. However, authority delegation is not clear and wildfire control
measures are stated in many laws and details of local measures for preventing and
controlling wildfires are not stated. At present, LAOs need to use other laws to protect
and manage wildfires. There is no designated law to allow LAOs to independently
authorize regulation for wildfire management at the local level. Thus, the author
recommends a review and amendment of the current act, allowing the LAOs to have
clear procedures to manage wildfires. The Act Prescribing Plan and Procedure for the
Decentralization of Power to Local B.E. 2542 (1999) should also be amended by
clearly prescribing LAOs to have authority to control wildfires. Moreover, LAO staff
should be considered as an official according to the Forest Act, B.E. 2484 (1941), and
the National Forest Preservation Act, B.E. 2507 (1964) in order to truly control
wildfires and respond to resolve local wildfires problems. Furthermore, legal
measures to prevent wildfires should cover more areas and LAQO’s should have
secondary authority to appropriately prevent and control local wildfires.

Keyword : Local Administrative Offices (LAOs), wildfire management, laws and
acts for wildfire management and control, wildfires.
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