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Thesis title: Participation in Social Activities of the Elderly: A Case Study of the Elderly in
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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were (1) to study the level of participation in social
activities of the elderly in Dusit District, Bangkok and (2) to study the relationships among
personal factors, family factors, psychological factors, and the participation in social activities of
the elderly .

The population of this study were 2,670 elderly people living in Dusit District,
Bangkok and registered in two Dusit District Healthcare Centers of the Bangkok Metropolitan
Health Department. A sample group of 350 elderly people were selected by systematic sampling
technique. The instrument used for data collection was a set of questionnaire. Statistics employed for
data analysis were percentage, mean, standard deviation, one-way ANOVA, post-hoc analysis,
chi-square test and Pearson’s product moment correlation.

The results of this study were (1) overall participation in social activities of the elderly
was at the medium level, and the levels of participation in religious activities and communities
activities were found to be higher than the participation in recreational and educational activities
and (2) factors related to the participation in social activities of the elderly at the 0.05 level of
statistical significance were: sex, education, present occupation, income, attitudes towards the
participation in social activities, accessibility to information on social activities, family
characteristics, and the relationship with family members, While factors found not related to the
participation in social activities of the elderly were: age, marital status, people whom the elderly
lived with, health status, number of children, status of the elderly in the family and size of the
family.

Keywords: Participation, Social activities, the Elderly
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