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Abstract

The objectives of this study were (1) to study the changes of the elderly in
Khok Charoen Sub-district, Thap Put District, Phang Nga Province, (2) to study the
characteristics of political communication in the elderly society and the election of the
Chief Executive of the Subdistrict Administrative Organization in Khok Charoen
Subdistrict Administrative Organization, Thap Put District, Phang Nga Province and (3)
to study the effect of political communication in the elderly society and the election of the
Chief Executive of the Subdistrict Administrative Organization in Khok Charoen
Subdistrict Administrative Organization, Thap Put District, Phang Nga Province.

This study was qualitative research that gathered data from a literature review,
interviews, and participant observations. The key informants were the Chief Executive of
the Subdistrict Administrative Organization and the elderly who were over 60 years old in
the Khok Charoen Subdistrict Administrative Organization, Thap Put District, Phang Nga
Province. The total number of purposive samples was 10 people.

The study found that (1) the elderly had changes in political communication
behavior. The elderly were able to quickly and clearly understand a wide range of
political information. (2) The political communication in the elderly society on elections
has changed from the past. The former pattern of political communication was that
candidates would campaign in community areas such as markets, temples, mosques,
religious sites, and public areas. On the other hand, a new pattern of political
communication was digital technology in the election campaign, which was publicized
via social media via Facebook or LINE, along with the campaign in the former pattern of
political communication. (3) The candidates understood the importance of the elderly and
focused more on campaigning among them because the voting status of the elderly could
be a key factor in the election results. However, the problem of political communication
among the elderly was caused by technological capability and the natural deterioration of
the body. Those problems had little impact on the new pattern of political communication
because the elderly had sufficient technological capability.

Keywords: Elderly Society, Political Communication, Khok Charoen Subdistrict
Administrative Organization and Thap Put District
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