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Independent Study title: Conflict Management in Biomass power plant project in Sikio Sub-district,
Nakhon Ratchasima province
Author: Mr. Pongsak Bamrongkit; ID: 2618001537; Degree: Master of Political Science;

Independent Study advisor: Dr. Thanasak Saijampa, Assistant Professor; Academic Year: 2020

Abstract

The objectives of this were: 1) to study the developments of the conflicts from the biomass
power plant project; 2) to study mechanisms applied to solve the conflicts; and 3) to give suggestions as the
way to manage the problems appropriately which could be used as guidelines in addressing the future
conflicts.

The study is a qualitative research in which the information was drawn from 4 specific groups
of people: 1) the government officials who were aware of the conflicts and involved with the problem
solving, 2) the people protesting the project, 3) the neutral parties, and 4) the people supporting the project.
The total of all 4 clusters were of 20 people and the information gained was then analyzed descriptively.

The results of the research indicated that 1) the conflicts were clearly developed after the
explanation from the project developers and the public hearing on power plant building. The outcome of the
public hearing showed that there were more supporters towards the building of the power plant than the
people opposing the project. The protesters then started their demonstrations by marching, hanging the
posters, handing the open letter to the government, and filing a case before the Administrative Court
complaining that the explanation did not cover a part about project developers, the public hearing did not
include all parties, and there were concerns over pollution and its impacts on people’s way of life. The
mentioned conflicts have been continuing in year 2021. The study also revealed 2) the mechanisms that
parties involved applied to manage the conflicts e.g., legal mechanisms, symbolic demonstrations, and open
letter for the government officials; however, the conflicts were unsolved. 3) The results of the research on
the case study suggest that the most appropriate solution to the conflict is to create a dialogue among all
parties. By bringing everyone involved to the talk, all sides will have an opportunity to express their needs
which would lead to the solution ending the conflicts. This suggestion could also be a guideline for other
conflicting cases such as assigning exclusive zone for the building of the biomass power plant away from
the local community and the changing of projects to solar power plant or wind energy power plant or any

other future conflicts.

Keywords: Conflict management, Biomass power plant, Sikio Sub-district, Nakhon Ratchasima Province.
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