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Independent Study title: Creation of Power Legitimacy Based on Belief in Ghosts of Lao Khrang in
Bo Kru Subdistrict Municipality, Doem Bang Nang Buat District, Suphan Buri
Province

Author: Miss Supichcha Thongsuk; ID: 2608001208; Degree: Master of Political Science

Independent Study advisor: Dr. Thanasak Saijampa, Associate Professor; Academic year: 2020

Abstract

The objectives of this research were 1) to study the relationship between belief in
ghosts and the culture of Lao Khrang, 2) to investigate the linkage between Lao Khrang's belief in
ghosts and culture in the community's political society; and 3) to study how the belief in ghosts
affects the creation of power legitimacy in Lao Khrang's socio-political relationship.

This qualitative study included a literature review and in-depth interviews with 14
key informants: the traditional leaders, community leaders, qualified individuals, and members of
the local community. Then, the collected data was analyzed using descriptive analysis.

The study found that 1) the belief in ghosts was related to the way of life of Lao
Khrang. As a result, there were community rules that met the needs of the leader, and the community
was able to live peacefully in society. 2) The belief in ghosts was linked to culture in the political
society, with the traditional leader having an influence on the community's decision-making in
electing the leader in Bo Kru Sub-District Municipality who would develop the community and
must obtain the acceptance of the faith leader. Furthermore, traditional leaders had influence in
governance when there were activities, whether public or private. They had to be informed first to
request permission to carry out the activity, which was to teach the community to respect the
elders. 3) The belief in ghosts created the power legitimacy for the leader who had influenced the
behavior of the community, which the community considered a unique personality that could
control the community and maintain the community's resources equally. As a result, the
community recognized him, percievably the mayor, was able to make harmony and develop the
community without conflict. On the other hand, the community also appreciates the mayor's work

through the creation of power legitimacy for the leader.

Keywords: Power Legitimacy, Belief in Ghosts, Lao Khrang, Doem Bang Nang Buat District,

Suphan Buri Province
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