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Independent Study title: Communication Ethics in Early Rattanakosin Era Thai
Didactic Literature
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were (1) to study communication ethics in
early Rattanakosin Era didactic literature; and (2) to study the relationship between
communication ethics in early Rattanakosin Era didactic literature and
communication concepts in present day.

This was a qualitative research. The theories of intrapersonal
communication, interpersonal communication and small group communication were
used as the conceptual framework to analyze communication ethics in 4 works of
didactic literature from the Early Rattanakosin Era: “Krisana Teaches Her Sister”
(Krisana Son Nong) by The Venerable Somdej Phramahasamanachao
Kromphraboramanuchit Chinoros, “Sawasdiraksa” and “Poem for the Princes” (Pleng
Yao Tawai Ohwat) by Phra Sunthorn VVohara (known as Sunthorn Phu), and “Klohng
Lok Niti” by Prince Phra-ong Chao Kromphraya Dejadisorn. These 4 works were
selected for analysis because they have clearly traced histories, are easy to understand,
were popular, and are straight forward examples of moral teachings from the Early
Rattanakosin Era. A content analysis form was used to collect data and the descriptive
analysis method was used to analyze the data.

The results showed that (1) in the 4 literary works studied, interpersonal
communication ethics, especially talking, was the most common form of
communication ethics, which was found in every work of didactic literature studied.
The second most common form of communication ethics was intrapersonal
communication ethics, which was found in “Sawasdiraksa” and “Klohng Lok Niti.”
The least common form of communication ethics was small group communication
ethics, which was only found in “Klohng Lok Niti.” (2) Communication ethics cited
in the didactic literature studied was mostly related to present day communication
concepts, i.e. intrapersonal communication, talking, listening and interaction.

Keywords: Communication Ethics, Early Rattanakosin Era Thai Didactic Literature
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