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Independent Study title: Program Management of Youth and Families Radio Station F.M. 105 MHz
Author: Miss Naruenat Khangkhun; ID: 251501014; Degree: Master of Communication Arts;

Independent Study advisor: Theerarux Photisuwan, Associate Professor; Academic year: 2013

Abstract

The objectives of this research were (1) to analyze the program schedule of F.M.105 MHz Radio
for Children, Youth and Families; and (2) to give recommendations on improving the programming of F.M. 105
MHz Radio for Children, Youth and Families.

This was a qualitative research. The sample population consisted of 4 program schedules of F.M.
105 MHz Radio for Children, Youth and Families dating from its start-up date of 1 May 2009, consisting of the
2009-2010 schedule, the 2011 schedule, the 2012 schedule and the 2013 schedule. Data were collected using a
program schedule analysis form and were analyzed through content analysis.

The results showed that (1) The 2009-2010 schedule had the greatest number of different
programs at 57. The 2012 schedule had the fewest number of programs at 44. In every year studied, the greatest
proportion of programs fell into the “informative” category. In every year studied, the program format that was
used most frequently was the “talking with listeners” or phone-in format. The greatest proportion of program
content in 2011, 2012 and 2013 was current events in the form of news, but in the 2009-2010 program schedule
the greatest proportion of content was content for children, youth and families. In every year studied, the
greatest number of programs had a duration of 50 minutes. In the 2009-2010, 2011 and 2013 schedules the most
common objective of the programs was to provide general information, but in 2012 the objective of the greatest
number of programs was to provide daily news. In every year studied, the major target audience was the general
public. In the 2011, 2012 and 2013 schedules, the station’s own personnel were responsible for producing the
majority of programs but in 2011 the majority of programs were co-produced with external units. (2) The
recommendations for improving the programming are to increase the number of programs for children, youth
and families; to utilize program formats that are appropriate for children of specific age groups; to provide
opportunities for children to participate in the programs by expressing their abilities, creative ideas and
opinions; to adjust the length of programs to match the development stages of children of different age groups;
to increase programs with educational content that is useful to children and youth, such as information on
English, Thai and science; to support greater personnel development and give the personnel more skills in
producing and managing radio programs for children; and to implement program evaluation with an aim to
improving the programming.

Keywords: Radio programming, Program management, Children’s radio, Radio for children, Youth and families
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