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Abstract

The objectives of this research were 1) to analyze the program schedule of
Radio Thailand F.M. 92.50 MHz; 2) to study the opinions of academics and
professionals about the programs on Radio Thailand F.M. 92.50 MHz; and 3) form
recommendations for improving the programming on Radio Thailand F.M. 92.50
MHz.

This was a qualitative research. The key informants consisted of 3
academics and 3 radio professional, chosen through purposive sampling. The data
collection tools were an interview form and a radio program schedule analysis form.
Data were analyzed through descriptive analysis.

The results showed that 1) Radio Thailand F.M. 92.50 MHz daily
broadcasts 19 hours per day from 05:00-24:00. The station produces 66 programs,
which can be divided into 3 types: news (39.39%), informative (53.03%) and
entertainment (7.58%). The program formats are news casting (24.24%), listener call-
ins (50.00%), interviews (12.12%), on air magazine (6.06%) and music (7.58%). The
nature of the content is 39.39% political, 6.06% social, 9.09% economic, 1.51% law,
22.73% religious/philosophical/art/culture, 13.64% science/technology/environment,
and 7.58% entertainment. 2) The academics and professionals had the opinion that the
station’s programming followed the policy of the government’s Public Relations
Department. The station broadcast news about the royal family, upheld the image of
the national radio station, and fulfilled its duty as a mass media operator. They said
the program schedule covered all the types of programs and content required and
provided reliable information, but that the programs should be updated to appeal to
new listener groups and the underprivileged. They suggested that new program hosts
should be built up to attract listeners and the on air speaking style should be more
informal. The station should give opportunities for students to join in program
development. It should set a clear programming vision, use the results of research to
improve its programming, and publicize its programs in other media. 3) The
recommendations for improvement are to have the station set goals and form a
strategic plan, survey the market and use the survey results to direct its program
production, build up new personnel, develop the skills of existing personnel, recruit
new personnel with the appropriate knowledge and outlook to develop radio
broadcasting to meet the socio-economic conditions and technology of the future, and
develop a domestic and international network of strategic allies in the mass media
technology field.

Keywords: Radio program development, Radio program production, Radio
programming schedule, Radio Thailand F.M. 92.50 MHz, National radio
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