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Thesis title: Sepa Singing Style of Prayasanohduriyang (Cham Sundaravadin)
Researcher: Mr. Wirad Songcroh; ID: 2541000812; Degree: Master of Arts (Thai Studies); Thesis
advisors: (1) Dr. Somkiat Watthanaphongsakun, Assistant Professor; (2) Dr. Pannachat Moryadee,

Assistant Professor; Academic year: 2012

Abstract

This research aimed to investigate (1) the biography of Prayasanohduriyang (Cham
Sundaravadin) and (2) the form and principles of the Sepa singing style named after him.

This was a qualitative research. Data were gathered using a non-participatory
observation form and an unstructured interview form. The 4 key informants were 4 contemporary
masters of Sepa singing. Data were analyzed through descriptive analysis

The findings showed that Prayasanohduriyang (his official title; he was born Cham
Sundaravadin) worked as a musician in the royal court from the end of the reign of King Rama IV
up to the reign of King Rama VII. He is best known for refining the vocal techniques used in
traditional Thai singing to make them softer, milder, and more melodious. He developed a very
intricate, ingenious and graceful style of Sepa singing that could convey feeling and emotional
expression with great finesse. He defined a clear pattern and method of Sepa singing style that
made sense to others. Analysis of the forms of Sepa singing developed by Prayasanohduriyang
showed that to introduce a song, he used one of 4 different types of melismatic prelude. Two
were long preludes, 1 was medium and 1 was short. There were 7 principle melodies that made
up the main part of each Sepa song. These are called Tamnong Yuen (“standing melody”),
Tamnong Plian (“changing melody”), Tamnong Kruan Tonbot (“beginning lament”), Tamnong
Huan (“refrain”), Tamnong Yod (“crescendo”), Tamnong Pan (“turning melody”) and Tamnong
Kruan Taibot (“ending lament”). As for the principles of Prayasanohduriyang’s Sepa singing, he
stated that good rendition requires good voice quality, lyrics, mastery of melisma, rhythm,
breathing techniques, expressiveness and delicacy in delivery. He advised that anyone who wants

to sing Sepa must study hard and practice continuously to achieve expertise.

Keywords: Sepa singing, Prayasanohduriyang (Cham Sundaravadin), Thai music
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