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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) the origin of the Khu Kheu
Na in the reign of King Ramathibodi [; (2) the role of the Khu Kheu Na in the strategic
defense of Ayutthaya; and (3) the reasons for expanding the Khu Kheu Na in the reign

of King Dhammaraja.

This was a qualitative research based on examination of historical
documents, archeological dig documents, historical maps and satellite maps to study
the role of the Khu Kheu Na from the reign of King Ramathibodi I to the reign of
King Dhammaraja in 1350 - 1590 (B.E. 1893 - 2133). Data were analyzed through
descriptive analysis.

The results showed that: 1) The Khu Kheu Na is like a moat on the eastern
side of the city of Ayutthaya. It was dug after the establishment of the city of
Avyutthaya as the capitol of the Ayutthaya Kingdom by King Ramathibodi I. It forms
a connection between the Lopburi River in the north (starting in the Hua Ro area of
the city) down to the Chao Phraya River to the south of the city (in the Pompetch
area). Once it was dug, the canal became a part of the way of life of the residents of
Avyutthaya. 2) The Khu Kheu Na played a strategic role in Ayutthaya in terms of
transportation, social strategy, economic strategy and military defense. 3) The reason
for the expansion of the Khu Kheu Na under the reign of King Dhammaraja was that
Avyutthaya was at war with Burma ever since the reign of King Maha Chakkraphat
and also fought the Khmer empire under the reign of King Dhammaraja, and the
Khu Kheu Na was found to be a weak point in the city’s defense. When the Battle of
Phraya Lawaek ended, King Dhammaraja thus ordered a new palace built for the
viceroy (the Chan Palace) and ordered to have the Khu Kheu Na widened to 20
meters wide and deepened to 6 meters deep. He then ordered to have the city wall and
fort moved to the edge of the Khu Kheu Na to make it a better strategic defense
position. This gave the city of Ayutthaya a stronger line of defense to withstand
enemy attacks in the future.

Keywords: Khu Khue Na, Ayutthaya, Strategies.
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