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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) special child’s behavior
when expressed in the same kindergarten classroom of normal children at Ananta
School; 2) communication problems between the special child and teachers; and
3) communication problems between the special child and normal children in the
classroom.

This was a qualitative research. The key informants were 1) a mentally
challenged child with Down’s syndrome who was studying in a kindergarten (Anuban
3) classroom with normal children at Ananta School, Bangkok; and 2) 2 teachers of
Ananta School with special training in special children teaching. The research tools
were an observation form and an interview form. Collected data were analyzed
through descriptive analysis.

The results showed that (1) Behavior-wise, the special child was interested
in and ready to learn and able to accomplish the assignments given by the teachers
well. The child interacted well with classmates in playing and helping and was able to
get along with classmates. The child sometimes went off alone, but not often. The
reason that usually caused the child to go off alone was boredom when the subject
being taught was too difficult to understand. (2) As for problems in communicating
with the teachers, the teachers had problems with transmitting meaning and slow
comprehension, but the special child could understand work assignments when the
teachers explained the work in detail and repeated it many times. The special child
sometimes asked the teachers questions if they did not understand. The problems
faced by the special child in the classroom with normal children were problems of
intellectual deficiencies that caused difficulties with expression of meaning, slow
learning, difficulty in learning calculation in mathematics and difficulties in putting
words together in language learning. (3) As for problems in communicating with
classmates, the special child understood and was able to express meaning verbally,
and was able to ask for assistance or refuse a request, but the child’s response time
was slower than the normal children.

Keywords: Communication, special children, Integrated classroom
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