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Independent Study title: Exposure to Media about Pesticide Use of Farmers in Thung Luang Sub-
District, Pak Tho District, Ratchaburi Province

Author: Mr. Suvit Tanavichakorn; ID: 2541500829; Degree: Master of Communication Arts;

Independent Study advisor: Theerarux Photisuwan, Associate Professor;

Academic year: 2012

Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study: 1) media exposure behavior of farmers in
Thung Luang Sub-district, Pak Tho District, Ratchaburi Province regarding media about pesticide
use; and 2) the relationship between demographic factors and the farmers’ media exposure behavior.

This was a survey research. The sample population was 400 farmers in Thung Luang
Sub-district, Pak Tho District, Ratchaburi Province, who used pesticide, chosen through multi-level
sampling. Data were collected using a questionnaire and analyzed by percentage and chi square.

The results showed that 1) The medium the farmers were exposed to the most was TV
(63.7%). Most of the content they received from radio, TV and personal media was about pesticide
use (62.2%, 62.7% and 62.5%, respectively). The time of day most of the farmers were usually
exposed to radio and TV media was afternoon (29.8% and 35.5%, respectively) but the time of day
they were most exposed to messages from personal media was at night (28.4%). The place where
they were exposed to all of the media most was at home (76.3%, 97.3% and 48.6% for radio, TV and
personal media, respectively). They reported that they had received more information about pesticide
use from radio, TV and personal media (90.8%, 88.6 % and 92.0%, respectively). 2) Differences in
educational level were related to differences in the kind of content farmers were most interested in
receiving from personal media to a statistically significant degree (p< 0.05). There was also a
statistically significant relationship (p<0.05) between the factor of income and the kind of content
farmers were interested in receiving, the time of day of receiving, and the place of receiving

messages from radio, TV and personal media.

Keywords: Media exposure, Pesticide use, Farmer
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