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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) the development of the Joe Louis
Hoon Lakhon Lek Puppetry Troupe; (2) the process of communication of the Joe Louis Hoon
Lakhon Lek Puppetry Troupe; (3) approaches to preserving the art of the Joe Louis Hoon
Lakhon Lek Puppetry Troupe.

This was a qualitative research. The key informants consisted of 8 experts on
Hoon Lakhon Lek puppetry, 7 people who watched the performances, and 2 academics, all
chosen through purposive sampling. Data were collected using interview forms and were
analyzed through descriptive analysis.

The results showed that (1) the evolution of the Joe Louis Hoon Lakhon Lek
Puppetry Troupe can be divided into 5 eras: founding, struggling, thriving, declining, and
revival, all of which were important components making the Joe Louis Hoon Lakhon Lek
Puppetry Troupe what it is today. (2) The communications process consisted of the message
senders, in the form of the puppeteers; the message, which was stories from Thai literature or
content that was designed to be more contemporary; the channel of communication, which
was puppet performances; the medium, which has evolved from live performances only to
include video recordings and other public relations media; and the message receivers, who are
the general public, composed of people of all ages. (3) There are 2 major ways to preserve the
art of the Joe Louis Hoon Lakhon Lek Puppetry Troupe. The conventional way is to uphold
and maintain the artistic and cultural value of the art as it is. The other way is to introduce new
formats for the puppetry performances, such as the innovation of “Joe Louis on ice” performances
to adapt to social changes and attract more new viewers.

Keywords: Communication, Preservation, Joe Louis Little Puppet Theater
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