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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study (1) the information of the farmers
who produced the cup lump rubbers; (2) the internal factors affecting the decision to
produce the cup lump rubbers of rubber farmers; (3) the external factors affecting the
decision to produce the cup lump rubbers of rubber farmers; and (4) the relationship
between the internal factors and the external factors affecting the decision to produce the
cup lump rubbers of rubber farmers in Wang Thong District, Phitsanulok Province.

The population of this survey research were 2,259 rubber farmers who had
tapped the rubbers in Wang Thong District, Phitsanulok Province. The sample size was
340 rubber farmers, determined by using Taro Yame’s Formula. The sampling method
was the quota sampling. A constructed questionnaire was used as an instrument for this
study. The statistics employed for data analysis were frequency, percentage, mean,
standard deviation, and Pearson Product Moment Correlation Coefficient.

The results of this study indicated that: 1) most of the rubber farmers in Wang
Thong District, Phitsanulok Province, were male in the age of 21-30 years old, with
education level of primary school, average monthly income of rubber sales from 10,001-
15,000 baht, experience in rubber plantation for 6-10 years, the landscape of the rubber
plantation area was a hill area, with the small-sized rubber plantation space, and 2-4
workers in agricultural sector; 2) the internal factors affecting the decision to produce the
cup lump rubbers were at a moderate level, with rubber plantation experiences and the
latex quantity earned at the highest level respectively; 3) the external factors affecting the
decision to produce the cup lump rubbers were at a moderate level, with the quality of
rubber needed from the market and the distance of the buyers at the highest level
respectively; 4) the relationship between the internal factors and the external factors was
positively associated within variables with a statistical significance at the level of 0.01

Keywords: Cup lump rubbers, Factors of Decision, Phitsanulok Province
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