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Thesis title:  The Way of Life and Cultural Values of Thais During the Reign of
King Rama VII to King Rama VIII in V. Vinicchayakul’s Novels
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Degree: Master of Arts (Thai Studies);
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study the way of life and the cultural values of
Thai people during the reign of King Rama VII to King Rama VIII, a period in which the society
changed greatly due to internal and external factors, as reflected in novels written by V.
Vinicchayakul.

This research was a qualitative research. The data from 5 of V. Vinicchayakul’s
novels i.e., Song-Fung Klong, Ra-Tee-Pra-Dub-Dao, Ma-Lai-Sam-Chai, Ma-Lai-Line-Kram and
Lium-Da-Ri-Ka, were analyzed. An unstructured interview of the author, Associate Professor Dr.
Khunying Vinita Dithiyont, was also included. Data were analyzed through descriptive analysis.

Content analysis of 5 of V. Vinicchayakul’s novels revealed the following about the
ways of life and the cultural values of Thai people: 1) Thai families looked after their old parents
or grandparents and did not abandon them even during times of economic or social crisis. 2) ) In
the past, the role of Thai males was to be the family leader while the majority of Thai females
were housewives and looked after their husband and children, but when changes occurred in a
family, the female could take over the role of family leader and accomplish it well. 3) When Thai
people were affected by the 2" World War, they suffered from lack of basic necessities, but
people in society were helpful, mindful of each other and shared what they had. 4) Before the
reigns of King Rama VII to King Rama VIII, Thai males had more opportunities for studying and
working outside the home than females did, and during the reign of King Rama VII and King
Rama VIII females gained more opportunities for studying and working outside the home, but
they were still not as well accepted as males. 5) Buddhism heavily influenced the beliefs and the
way of life of Thai people, and Thai Buddhists believed that living a religious life was good and
beautiful. 6) In the past, parents or senior relatives had a strong influence on their children’s
choice of spouse, and they always chose one with a respectable family background and good
behavior. Important information from the interview with the author that supported these findings
was: 1) the cultural value about good family background might come from feudalism in the past;
2) Buddhism had a strong influence on the way of life of Thai Buddhists; and 3) for the author’s
opinion on education, during the reign of King Rama VII to King Rama VIII, females had better
opportunities for studying but their opportunities to do certain careers were still unequal to males.

Keywords: lifestyles, values, King Rama 7, King Rama 8
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