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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to study social and traditional factors affecting the adoption of family
planning of Black Musor (Chele) hilltribe in Tak Province. This study was a qualitative research using the Ethnographic
methodology. Research data were obtained through interviews, participating observation, and focus group discussion
involving three informant groups in Ban Umyom Village, Moo 6, Mae Tho sub-district, Mueang district, Tak province.
The three informant groups were (1) a group of 12 Black Musor families with the wives still in fertility stage; (2) two
groups of Black Musor people, composed of 20 persons, who had influences on decision making and the way of life of
Black Musor people in the community; and (3) a group of seven state officials who had general information on Ban
Umyom Village. The collected data were analyzed by content analysis.

Research findings revealed that the Black Musor (Chele) hilltribe community of Ban Umyom Village in
Tak Province was characterized as a traditional society that had been exposed to the influences of development created
by the state and changes from the outside society. The Black Musor {Chele) hilltribe community still adhered to their
own customs and traditions at the rather high level even though some traditions had undergone some changes. The Black
Musor (Chele) hilltribe people started the family and had offsprings at the early age, which was the practice handed
down from the old tradition. They also regarded pre-marital sexual intercourse and divorce as normal matters. They
adhered to their original religious faith, with thoughts, beliefs and belief fostering process based on the original way of
the tribe, together with the modern belief fostering process expounded by the state. They still adhered to the traditional
way to earn their living by farming in small plots of land together with gathering forest products for sale to outside
people.

Currently, the Black Musor (Chele) hilltribe people adopted family planing more than in the past. They
perceived that family planning helped to prevent them from having excess numbers of children. Their adoption of family
planning was caused by the changes in the meaning given to offsprings from that in the past which treated new family
members as additional helping hands in the family to be the one that treated new family members as inheritors of the
family line who help with houseworks and take care of aging parents, so there was no need to have many of them but
they should be brought up well. Family planning adoption was in line with the family custom of getting married at the
carly age and acceptance of pre-marital sexual intercourse and divorce. Lastly, adoption of family planning was
probably due to the success of efforts of state officials concerning family planning who could persuade Black Musor
(Chele) hilltribe people to more and more adopt family planning.

Keywords: Traditional society, Family planning, Black Musor (Chele) hilltribe
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