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Thesis title: The Present Condition, Problems and Needs for Classroom Action
Research of Science Teachers in Secondary Schools in Bangkok
Educational Service Area 2

Researcher: Miss Anchana Phasit; Degree: Master of Education (Curriculum and

Instruction); Thesis advisors; (1) Dr. Suchin Visavateeranon, Associate Professor;

(2) Dr. Tweesak Jindanurak, Associate Professor; Academic year: 2007

ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to study (1) present condition of classroom
action research; (2) problems of classroom action research; and (3) needs for
classroom action research of science teachers in secondary schools in Bangkok
Educational Service Area 2.

The sample comprised 284 science teachers which were obtained by multi-stage
random sampling from secondary schools in Bangkok Educational Service Area 2.
The data collecting instrument was a check list questionnaire developed by the
researcher. The statistics used for data analysis were the percentage and mean.

Research findings were as follows: (1) Most science teachers acquired
knowledge on conducting classroom action research from meetings/seminars held in
their schools. They conducted classroom action research because they wanted to
solve problems that occurred in their classrooms. Research topics were selected with
objectives to solve academic problems. The problem conditions were analyzed based
on information from summarized reports on learning achievement of each classroom.
Research topics that were considered and selected were those leading to solving
instructional problems and development of classroom instruction. The causes of
problems were identified and analyzed based on observation of classroom behaviors
and documentary studies. The innovation employed by most science teachers was the
exercises. The most frequently mentioned data collecting method was by testing.
The employed research instruments were mostly developed by teachers themselves
and subjected to quality verification. The most frequently mentioned statistics for
data analysis was the percentage. Data analysis results were presented in the form of
tables with descriptions. Research reports were mostly in the form of one-page reports
which were disseminated as printed materials and reflected upon by students.
Research findings were applied to solve student problems and develop individual students
and student groups. The most frequently mentioned support provided by the school was
the permission for teachers to attend academic meetings/seminars. (2) The majority
of science teachers had problems in conducting classroom research at the low level.
(3) The most frequently mentioned need of science teachers for conducting classroom
action research was the need for supports from the school administrators.

Keywords: Classroom action research, Science teacher, Secondary education
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