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Thesis Title: A Development of Early Childhood Curriculum with the Use of Local
Substanse of Tak Province

Researcher: Mrs.Chanakan Saensai; Degree: Master of Education (Curriculum and

Instruction); Thesis advisors: (1) Dr. Prapapun Ilamsupasit, Associate Professor;

(2) Dr. Umaporn Lorsomruedee; Academic year: 2007

ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to: (1) develop an early childhood
curriculum with the use of local substance in Tak province and (2) evaluate the
quality of the developed early childhood curriculum with the use of local substance in
Tak province.

The sample employed for experimentation with the developed early
childhood curriculum with the use of local substance of Tak province consisted of 26
purposively selected second year kindergarten pupils who were studying in the second
semester of the 2007 academic year at Ban Mae Ku Noi Community School.
Research instruments included a questionnaire on the needs for development of an
early childhood curriculum; the developed early childhood curriculum with the use of
local substance of Tak province; experience organizing plans; an evaluation form for
assessment of the relevancy of the curriculum; an evaluation form for assessment of
the relevancy of experience organizing plans at the early childhood education level;
and an observation form on learning behaviors and attitudes toward the locality.
Statistical procedures for data analysis included the percentage, mean, and standard
deviation.

Research finding showed that the developed early childhood curriculum
with the use of local substance of Tak province comprised six content areas, namely,
geographical condition; historical background and prominent persons; customs,
traditions, and arts and culture; local wisdom; occupations; and importance places.
As for the quality of the curriculum, it was found that the curriculum was relevant to
local needs. Its components, namely, the objectives, contents, activities, and
evaluation were relevant with each other and appropriate with the age and
development level of children. When it was implemented to provide experiences for
early childhood pupils, it was found that it could enhance all four aspects of child
development, namely, the physical, emotional and mental, social, and intellectual
aspects. It also enabled children to gain knowledge and understanding concerning
various aspects of Tak locality and promoted pupils’ good attitudes toward the
locality.

Keywords: Curriculum with the use of local substance, Early childhood education,
Tak province
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