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Abstract

The purposes of this descriptive research were: (1) to identify personal
characteristics, knowledge, social support, and participation in rehabilitation services of
village health volunteers (VHVS); (2) to determine the relationship between VHVs’
personal characteristics, knowledge as well as social support and their participation in
rehabilitation operations; and (3) to explore problems obstacles and suggestions for
improving participation in rehabilitation services, all for persons with physical disabilities
by VHVsin Wan Yai sub-district.

The study population involved all 101 VHVs in Wan Yai sub-district, Wan Yai
district, Mukdahan province. Data were collected using a questionnaire on knowledge,
social support, and participation in rehabilitation operations with the reliability values
of 0.78, 0.93 and 0.91, respectively. The statistics used for data analysis were frequency,
percentage, mean, standard deviation, chi-square test, and Pearson's product-moment
correlation coefficient.

The results showed that: (1) most of VHVs were married female farmers aged
46.76 years on average, finished primary school, had a monthly income of 5,001-10,000
baht; had worked as VHVs for 9.9 years on average; had good knowledge of mobility
rehabilitation operations, moderate social support and high level of participation in such
operations; (2) social support was significantly high level of positive correlation with
VHVs’ participation in the rehabilitation operations (r=0.685, p < 0.05); and (3) the
major problems or obstacles in such operations were VHVs’ lack of motivation and
moral support, insufficient knowledge about screening for complications and mobility
rehabilitation, lack of co-operation from disabled persons’ relatives, and inadequate
materials/equipment for the operations. It is suggested that public health officials should
increase VHVs’ remuneration, organize a training course for VHVs on screening for
complications and rehabilitation for physically disabled persons, run public relations
activities for disabled persons and relatives to better understand this matter, and provide
adequate equipment/materials.

Keywords: Participation, Rehabilitation, Physically disabled persons,
Village health volunteers
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