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Independent Study title: Characteristics and Identity of Graduates from the Master
of Nursing Science Program in Nursing
Administration, Sukhothai Thammathirat Open
University: Colleagues' Perspectives
Author: Mrs.Phissamai Sunato; 1D: 2555100383; Degree: Master of Nursing
Science (Nursing Administration); Independent Study advisor: Dr. Boonthip
Siritharungsri, Associate. Professor; Academic year: 2014

Abstract

The purpose of the descriptive research was to study the characteristics and
identity of graduates from the Master of Nursing Science Program in Nursing
Administration from Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University (STOU) according to
Nursing Colleagues' Perspective.

The samples were 303 colleagues of the graduate nurses who finished their
study during academic years of 2007 — 2014. The research tool consisted of 3 parts:
1) personal information, 2) seven characteristics and identity of the graduates, which
classified by 11 levels of Osgood's semantic differential scale, and 3) open-ended
questions for comments and suggestions. A questionnaire was developed by
integration of the concept of Thai Qualification Framework for Higher Education
ofMaster of Nursing Science Program, Office of the Higher Education Commission,
the Ministry of Education in 2012, aims of the Master of Nursing Science program
in Nursing Administration of STOU, and desirable characteristics and identity of the
graduates from STOU. The questionnaire was verified by 5 experts and the Content
Validity Index was 0.95. The Cronbach’s alpha reliability coefficient of the second
part was 0.97. Data returned (43.56%) were analyzed by percentage, mean and
standard deviation. The content analysis from open ended question was conducted.

The findings revealed as follows. Colleagues of graduate nurses rated all
seven characteristics and identity of graduates in the Master of Nursing
Administration program from Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University at the highest
level (M=8.74, SD =0.96 ), and the first top three domains were: 1) interpersonal
relationships (M= 8.88, SD = 0.96 ),2) responsibility ( M= 8.85, SD = 1.03) and
3) enquiry mind and lifelong learning (M = 8.83, SD = 1.08). The analysis results of
open-ended questions illustrated that these graduates possessed one more
characteristic and identity which is leadership domain. In addition, the graduates
brought their knowledge to develop their work such as research and education. They
also became research consultants, created innovations, as well as developed their
organizations to meet the current situation.

Keywords: Characteristics and identity, Graduate Nurses, Nursing Colleagues,
Nursing Administration, Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University
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