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Abstract

The purposes of this descriptive study were: (1) to examine competencies
of professional nurses at Tron Hospital in Uttaradit Province under the context of
ASEAN community, and (2) to investigate guidelines for developing competencies of
professional nurses.

The sample was composed of 2 groups, 1) forty registered nurses who
worked at Tron Hospital in Uttaradit Province, and 2) ten hospital committees and
nursing administrators. The questionnaire included 2 parts, personal information and
competencies of professional nurses which was developed by Piyanoot Anukaensai
(2014).The Cronbach’s alpha reliability coefficient was 0.98 (2 ) Focus group
interview was used for investigating competencies of professional nurses. The data
were analyzed by percentage, mean, standard deviation, and content analysis.

The study findings were as follows.(1) Professional nurses of Tron
Hospital, Uttaradit Province under the context of ASEAN rate their nursing
competencies at the moderate level. (M=3.40,SD= 0.82) (2) Guidelines for developing
competencies of professional nurses include 3 level as follows. 1) The hospital and
the nursing department should promote nurses for self-development and support their
trainings or further education, 2)The nursing unit should promoted their
nurses’competencies, such as English communication skills, nursing culture,and
doing routine work to research (R to R) 3) Individual nurse should develop
themselves and participate in training projects relate to nursing services under the
context of ASEAN community.

Keyword: Professional Nurse Competencies, ASEAN Community
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