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Abstract

The objectives of this study were (1)to study social and economic fundamental
state of farmers in Bang Khun Thong Sub-District, Tak Bai District, Narathiwat Province; 2
to study the state of their earning a living; (3) to study their occupational extension needs; and
@ to study their problems and suggestions on the occupational extension.

The population in this study was farmers from 1,030 families in Bang Khun
Thong Sub-District, Tak Bai District, Narathiwat Province. 287 samples were selected from
these farmers by using simple random sampling methodology. The data were collected by
using interview forms. The statistical methodology used to analyze the data by computer
programs were frequency, percentage, mean, and standard deviation.

The findings of this study were as follows: Most of the studied farmers were
female. They were between 41-50 years old. Most of them were educated at upper primary
level. Most of them were Buddhist, and they were a member of the veracity-based saving
group in their community. Their average income obtaining from agricultural sections was
73,700.41 Baht, while their average income obtaining from non-agricultural sections was
67,311 Baht. The average of their total income was 141,011.40 Baht. The average
expenditure of their family was 120,668.06 Baht, while the average of their debts was
22,418.12 Baht. They mostly took out loans from the veracity-based saving group to be the
capital in their earning a living. Their earning a living in agricultural sections was mostly
plant raising. Most of them had done rice farming as their food. Their most favorite rice tribe
was Hom Kradang-nga rice tribe. They raised cows mostly in native breeds for commerce.
They also caught fish as their food, they were mostly snake-head fish or cat fish from natural
sources. Their earning a living in non-agricultural sections was mostly an employed
worker/hired labor. Considering their occupational extension needs, it was found that they
generally wanted to be supported at much level in plant/animal raising and fishery doing for
commerce. They had received information on doing farming from various methods of
occupational extension at medium level at present, but they wanted to receive the information
at much level. Considering their problems and suggestions on the occupational extension, it
was found that they generally had problems in earning a living at medium level. They
suggested that they should have been transferred knowledge of agriculture, should have had
field studies, and should have been provided with trainers to train the farmers who realized
the importance of the occupational extension in doing farming. In the aspect of the
capital/tools and equipment, they suggested that the government should have supplied their
community with large tractors for lending them to do their farming, and they should have
been supported in the aspect of the capital. Besides, in the aspect of marketing management,
the government should have supplied them with marketplaces to distribute their agricultural
produce so that middlemen could not take advantages from them any further.

Keywords: Occupational Extension Need, Farmer, Bang Khun Thong Sub-District, Tak Bai
District, Narathiwat Province
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