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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) general information of
farmers 2) rice production conditions of farmers 3) problems and suggestions regarding
rice production of farmers 4) the receiving and needs in the extension of rice production
of farmers and 5) extension guidelines in rice production of farmers.

The population of this study was 625 farmers at the community rice center
who had registered with Pathum Thani rice research center in 2020. The sample size of
244 people was determined by using Taro Yamane formula with the error value of 0.05
and simple random sampling method. Data were collected by conducting interview and
were analyzed by using statistics such as frequency, percentage, minimum value,
maximum value, mean, standard deviation, T-test and multiple regression analysis.

The results of the research revealed that 1) 56.6% of farmers were male with
the average age of 52.66 year of age, completed primary school education, had the
average member in the household of 4.98 people, had the average labor in the household
of 2.81 people, and had the labor hired for rice farming of 2.34 people. Most of the
farmers were members of community rice center, had the average experience in rice
production of 17.49 years, had the average self-owned area of 28.34 Rai, and had the
average rental area of 29.98 Rai. Farmers produced rice by using indirect seeding with
planting equipment, had the average area of 5.00 Rai, had the average cost of 5,173.33
Baht/Rai, and had the average income of 7,278 Baht/Rai. They also used seedling method
by having the average area of 28.88 Rai. The average cost was 5,832.43 Baht/Rai, and the
average income was 8,026 Baht/Rai. 2) Rice production farmers in regards to seed
preparation, soil preparation, maintenance, harvest, and post harvest practice, overall,
practiced them at the high level. Regarding the aspects which the farmers practiced the
most were soil preparation and harvest. 3) Problems in the rice production of farmers,
overall, were at the moderate level with the most problematic issue on the funding source
in rice production of farmers. Suggestion would be for the government agency to come in
and give out knowledge to the group members and to support factors of production such
as seeds and machines to reduce the production costs. 4) Farmers received knowledge,
overall, at the highest level. They needed the knowledge regarding rice production at the
high level. In comparing between the receiving and needs of the extension, it showed that
there was no statistically significant level of 0.05. Factors affecting the needs in the
extension (Z) included cost of rice production (Xs) which resulted in multiple linear
regression equation Z = -0.132 (Xs). The equation was able to successfully predict at
18.8%. 5) The extension guidelines included the extensionist or government officer
coming to transfer the knowledge regarding soil preparation, rice seed preparation, and
maintenance management in the rice field by using practice method along with the use of
electronic media in order to make farmers have better understanding about the process of
rice production.

Keywords: Rice production, Agricultural extension, Community rice center
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