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Abstract

The purposes of this survey research were to study: (1) personal characteristics,
knowledge and perception about dengue hemorrhagic fever (DHF) and work support
factors; (2) DHF prevention and control operational behaviors; (3) relationships between
personal characteristics, DHF knowledge and perception, and work support factors and
DHF prevention and control operational behaviors; and (4) problems of and recommendations
for DHF prevention and control, all among village health volunteers (VHVS) in Waeng
district, Narathiwat province.

The study was conducted in a sample of 233 VHVs randomly selected from
all 552 village health volunteers in Waeng district. An instrument for data collection
was a questionnaire covering VHV’s personal characteristics, DHF knowledge/perception,
work support factors, and DHF prevention and control behaviors in the district. The
questionnaire’s reliability value was 0.85. Statistics for data analysis were frequency,
percentage, mean, standard deviation, chi-square test and Pearson's product moment
correlation coefficient.

Research findings showed that: (1) among VHVs, most of them were married
females aged of 42.01 years on average, completed secondary school, worked as employees,
and had an average monthly income less than 5,000 baht and more than 10 years of
experience as volunteers; their DHF knowledge/perception and work support factors
were at the high level. Work support factors of DHF prevention and control operation
were reception of message on DHF outbreak, materials and method for DHF prevention
and control, fiscal budget, obtaining advice and assistance for the operations; (2) their
DHF prevention and control operational behaviors were at the high level; (3) factors
significantly associated with their DHF prevention and control operational behaviors
were DHF knowledge and perception, and work support factors (p < 0.05); and (4)
the major problem was low level of people’s participation. It is thus suggested that
health officials should encourage public participation in local health networks together
with VHVs to enhance the efficiency and effectiveness of DHF prevention and control
efforts.

Keywords: Village health volunteer, Knowledge, Perception, Work support factor,
Dengue hemorrhagic fever prevention and control operational behaviors
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